JANUARY 2019

Editorial
The world production and consumption of oilseeds continue to increase. While total production
was 574 million tons (MT) in 2017/18 it is estimated to be about 600 MT in 2018/19, i.e. +5.2%.
Whereas this extension is mainly due to larger global soybean production, rapeseed crop is
expected to drop from 74 MT to approx. 71 MT (https://apps.fas.usda.gov/).
This decline of global OSR production can be partly attributed to severe weather conditions in
parts of the world, particularly Europe. High temperatures combined with missing precipitation
all over central Europe have caused disappointing rapeseed yields, e.g. in north-eastern Germany. So much the worse, continued drought has impeded winter-OSR sowing so that the actual cultivation and harvest area in2019 will be substantially reduced.
In addition, farmers have been confronted with other challenges in OSR cultivation. One is the
growing problem of diseases and insect pests causing yield losses. This issue is partly due to
high share of OSR in crop rotations. Simultaneously, in Europe, chemical plant protection is
increasingly impeded by regulatory decisions leading to the decline of chemical plant protection agents; this situation is seriously threatening OSR cultivation. Especially in this area,
breeding activities need to be strengthened to form the basis for more resilient varieties.
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In this dangerous position, positive impulses are urgently needed to stimulate the interest in
growing, processing and using rapeseeds in food, feed and other industries. Scientific research
is increasingly requested to develop and provide new solutions for agronomy (e.g. resource
efficiency, sustainable crop rotations), disease and pest control, as well as alternative uses of
rapeseed oil and protein (human consumption) and respectively open new markets in the
world.
The 15th Rapeseed Congress 2019 will form an appropriate forum for presenting solutions in
these and other fields, and to discuss proven and new approaches for a promising and successful future of oilseed rape/canola.
Wolfgang Friedt, GCIRC President

Activity/ News of the association:
The 15th International Rapeseed Congress, Berlin, June 16-19, 2019,
Venue: Berlin Congress Center (bcc), Alexanderplatz, Berlin ; "Flowering for the Future“.
https://www.irc2019-berlin.com/
Call for papers deadline: January 31st!
nd

2 Meeting of the IRC Steering Committee, 29 October 2018, Berlin
The Chairman welcomed the members of the Steering Committee (SC) in UFOP’s committee's
office and introduced the meeting agenda.
As a first agenda item, members of the Local Organizing Committee (Core Team, CT) reported
on the state of planning the IRC 2019, and subsequently, the projected structure of the congress programme, incl. plenary and thematic sessions (keynotes and contributed papers) as
well as workshops. Members of the SC commented on the current state of planning. In particular, highly valuable suggestions on the workshop programme were recorded. As another major part of the programme excursions and field tours to different destinations were presented
and additional recommendations made by members of the SC.
Next, the SC was informed on major financial aspects, incl. estimation of the congress budget,
state of sponsoring, and the participation fees.
Further steps comprise, e.g. the promotion and marketing of the IRC 2019 : actual activities
and further plans were presented. Again, members of the SC adviced the local team and made
valuable suggestions regarding these items.
Finally, miscellaneous items included the further development of the IRC website and the state
of the call for papers as well as abstract submissions.
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Scientific news
Brassica 2018. The 21st Crucifer Genetics Conference has been held in SaintMalo, France, 1-4 July 2018.

This scientific event was organized by the Institute for Genetics, Environment and Plant Protection (IGEPP), a joint research unit consisting of INRA, Agrocampus Ouest
and the University of Rennes1 and welcomed more than 200 attendees from 20 countries
The conference covered aspects of genetics and genomics in all Brassica species, from basic
to applied research, and was organized on the basis of 5 sessions and 2 workshops:
S1: Genome organization and genome editing
S2: Genetic diversity, epigenetics, breeding and biotechnology
S3: Nutrient use efficiency, abiotic stress tolerance
S4: Next generation phenotyping, plant growth and development
S5: Seed and product quality, phytochemicals
S6: Pathogen and insect resistance, biocontrol, crop protection
Workshop: ‘Idea Cafe_blackleg R-gene nomenclature’
Workshop: NUE
At total, 8 keynotes, 32 oral presentations and 17 fast presentations have been offered.
Posters ans abstracts available on https://colloque.inra.fr/brassica2018/

2018 International Clubroot Workshop: Program Booklet, Abstracts and
Presentations
The Canola Council of Canada has posted the program booklet, abstracts and keynote speaker
presentations at clubroot.ca for you to download and review. Please note that all 51 abstracts
have been submitted to the Canadian Phytopathological Society for publication and will likely
be published in the March 2019 issue. https://www.canolacouncil.org/canola-encyclopedia/diseases/clubroot/research/#icw2018
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AusCanola 2018 - 20th Australian Research Assembly on Brassicas, 2018.

See Value Chain and Regional News.
Papers from the conference can be found at:
www.australianoilseeds.com/conferences_workshops/ARAB/AusCanola_2018
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Value chains and regional news
1) Australia: AusCanola 2018 - 20th Australian Research Assembly on Brassicas, 2018.
The biennial Australian canola conference, AusCanola2018, was held in Perth on 4-6 September 2018, and attracted 126 delegates from across Australia and internationally. The conference began with a one-day field tour to a major canola trial site at Cunderdin, in Western
Australia’s central wheat belt, followed by two days of presentations.
The Grain Industry Association of Western Australia and Australian Oilseeds Federation cohosted the conference, and major sponsor was the Grains Research and Development
Corporation. Professor Wallace Cowling, The University of Western Australia (UWA), was Chair
of the steering committee and UWA Professor Jacqueline Batley was Chair of the program
committee. The field day committee was chaired by Ms Jackie Bucat of the Department of
Primary Industry and Regional Development (see photo).

The inaugural Australian canola conference was held in Perth in 1977, when 11 Brassica researchers met at The University of Western Australia to establish the 1st Australian Rapeseed
Agronomists and Breeders Research Workshop, led by the late Professor Noel Thurling. From
its humble beginnings, the canola industry in Australia now covers more than two million hectares annually.
The involvement and interest of the canola industry was evident in a captivating field tour
which included canola variety trials, canola breeding company displays, and a visit to WA NoTill Farmers Association long-term cropping site. A grower-researcher discussion on the second day of the conference provided valuable two-way dialogue between industry and academia. “The calibre of the research findings presented at this conference reflects the evolution of the canola industry in Australia, with canola now worth over $2 billion to the Australian
economy,” Professor Cowling said.
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Research presented to the conference included findings on canola genomics, breeding for disease and pest resistance, heat and drought tolerant characteristics, and gene editing.
“The canola research community in Australia is a vibrant and globally-connected community
which leads the way in developing and extending new canola research, with industry supporting, collaborating and benefiting from this research,” Professor Cowling said.
Australian Oilseeds Federation chief executive officer Nick Goddard, said the conference was
an opportunity to recognise the significant advances in the industry since the first introduction
of rapeseed to Australia in the 1960s. Mr Goddard said “Australia now produces between
three and four million tonnes of canola every year, with over two thirds of this tonnage exported around the globe – although drought has greatly reduced production in 2018.”
Assoc Prof Phil Salisbury of The University of Melbourne presented the inaugural Phil Salisbury
Early Career Research Award to Ms Lauren Borg, a student from University of Wollongong,
acknowledging her research on new methods of data analysis for canola blackleg (Phoma)
disease.
See: www.australianoilseeds.com/conferences_workshops/ARAB/AusCanola_2018
2) Canola crops in Australia face harsh weather conditions (source Australian Oilseeds federation Crop report Oct 2018)
Current estimates are indicating the national canola crop to be the smallest since the drought
year of 2009 in eastern Australia, and similar to that year Western Australia will produce more
than 50% of national production; as much as 70% in 2018. Due to the patchy and late establishment of the crop and the dry season, crops have not grown the biomass they would normally, so yield expectations are lower. The map below indicates how dry the growing season
has been through most of the growing regions.
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There is a higher level of uncertainty for production in the eastern states due to varying estimates of the amount of area sprayed out, grazed or cut for silage and hay, in a very dry season
where severe and widespread frosts reduced yield potential even further in many areas. In
addition the variability in yield potential across paddocks, farms and regions is huge depending
on whether crops could access deep subsoil water and/or the timing of an extra 20–30 mm
from storms. There has been no heat shock stress on crops this season. Any rainfall over the
next 2–3 weeks will be critical to determine yield outcomes.
Canola 2018/19

NSW
VIC
SA
WA
TOTAL

2017/18
Final

2018/19
Month Estimate

Harvested ProducArea (hec- tion
tares)
(tonnes)

Area
(hectares)

Production
(tonnes)

600
450
250
1,347,000

618
750
375
1,900,000

160
187
150
1,090,000

140
250
150
1,420,000

2,647,000

3,643,000

1,587,000 1,960,000

Source: Industry Estimates, GIWA; PIRSA; NSW DPI

3) European Union (EU): Rapeseed sowing and emergence seriously impacted by drought
According to the October issue of the JRC MARS bulletin, “warmer and substantially dryerthan-usual weather conditions in large parts of Europe (…) hampered the sowing and emergence of winter crops.
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Sowing and emergence were most affected in central and eastern Germany, western Poland,
and northern parts of the Czech Republic. The situation is also delicate in many other parts of
western, central and southeastern Europe, who have a significant precipitation deficit. Rapeseed, for which the sowing window was closed, was affected most. (…) Some farmers have
sown into the dry soil, while other have either waited for rainfall or opted to sow other crops.
In these regions, rapeseed acreages will be significantly reduced.
For more details: https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/sites/jrcsh/files/jrc-mars-bulletin-vol26-no10.pdf
The rapeseed yields of the 2017/18 season have also been very much affected (average -13%)
by climatic conditions that have hindered the flowering of rapeseed and favored diseases and
pests: the 2018 European rapeseed harvest is estimated at 19.826 Mt against 21.983 (-10%)
in 2017, in spite of a higher acreage (6.863 Mha against 6.598 in 2017 / +4%).
4) France: Avril group launches a 100% rapeseed biodiesel
The Avril group, the French leader in table oils that also produces biofuels, announced on Nov
8 the launch of a 100% vegetable oil based on rapeseed, the Oleo100. This product will be
reserved for fleets and captives, i.e. carriers and communities. It enters the category B100, a
type of fuel authorized by a decree of the French Ministry of Ecological Transition published
April 7. The order also provides that this fuel "may only be used in professional fleets with
specific supply logistics and their own storage and distribution capacities. This plant-based fuel
has a very clear effect on the reduction of greenhouse gases compared to petroleum products.
Concerning motors, the most advanced manufacturer is Swedish Scania, with 95% of its fleet
is available as an option B100, the optional vehicle B100 almost at the same cost compared to
a diesel option. According to Avril, all diesel trucks are likely to run with this type of fuel, with
minor modifications to the electronic management of the engine.

Upcoming International and national events
21-22 January 2019, 16th international Conference on renewable mobility. Berlin, Germany
https://www.fuels-of-the-future.com/
5-7 March, 2019.

Canadian crops convention “leading change”. Montreal, Canada.

https://convention.canolacouncil.org/
5-8 May, 2019: AOCS Annual Meeting, St Louis, Missouri, USA. http://annualmeeting.aocs.org/
June 16-19, 2019 15th International Rapeseed Congress, Berlin, “"Flowering for the Future“
https://www.irc2019-berlin.com/
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9-12 February 2020. World congress on oils and fats 2020. Sidney, Australia.

We invite you to share information with the rapeseed/canola community: let us know the
scientific projects, events organized in your country, crop performances or any information
of interest in rapeseed/canola R&D.
Contact GCIRC News:
Etienne Pilorgé, GCIRC Secretary-Treasurer: e.pilorge@terresinovia.fr
Contact GCIRC: contact@gcirc.org
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